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■ Buying a Rainwater Tank 
There are two important factors to consider when 
buying a rainwater tank: 
1.   What size tank do I need? 
2.   How much will it cost? 
 
■ What size tank do I need? 
Generally, the larger the tank, the more effective it is in 
conserving water (particularly during dry periods) and 
managing roof water run-off. 
 
■ Sydney Water recommends: 
• Minimum of 5000 Litres for non-drinking domestic 

purposes (eg: toilet flushing, washing clothes, 
watering gardens and car washing, Etc. 

• Minimum of 2000 Litres for toilet flushing and 
watering a small garden. 

 
However, your individual needs will influence your 
final decision. We suggest you also consider the 
following: 
 
■ What will I use the Rainwater For? 
How you use the rainwater will affect the size of the 
tank you need. You will need to decide whether you 
want to use your tank water outdoors only-for watering 
the garden and washing the car: or indoors in the 
washing machine and toilet as well. 
NSW Health does not recommend using stored 
rainwater for drinking purposes if a mains supply is 
available. 
If you do use Rainwater for drinking, we recommend 
that a first flush diverter is fitted to the tank to ensure 
a cleaner supply. 
 (See our information page on Filtration) 
 
■ Should I use Tank Water inside my home? 
To get the best use of your tank, Sydney Water 
recommends using rainwater for day to day household 
activities such as toilet flushing and washing clothes. 
This will ensure the tank water is used more regularly, 
reducing demand on the water supply and maximising 
the tank’s capacity to capture rain and reduce wasted 
water from the roof. 
If you decide to use rainwater indoors, a licensed 
plumber will need to connect a “top-up” system from 
Sydney Water’s mains supply to maintain minimum 
water levels in your tank. 
Alternatively, a “Rainbank” Automatic rain harvester 
can be used which will manage this supply. 
 (See our information page in Installation) 
 
■ How much rainwater am I likely to use? 
You can assess your household’s demand for rainwater 
by calculating how much water is used in your home  
 

 
for toilet flushing, washing clothes and outdoor 
activities. 
 
To work out your household’s potential weekly 
demand for rainwater please use the chart provided for 
you in this brochure on page 2. 
 
An example of some uses over the week might be: 
• 1 Hour watering the lawn with a sprinkler 
 = 1000 Litres 
• 6 Loads of washing (4A-Rated machine)  
 = 300 Litres 
• 4 People using a AAA-rated toilet 
 = 504 Litres 
• Washing 1 car with a hose 
 = 180 Litres 

TOTAL weekly use = 1,984 Litres 
 
An average four person household uses around 7,000 
Litres of water each week. As the example above 
illustrates, you can save a considerable portion of this 
amount by using tank water. 
 
■ How much rainfall do I receive each Month? 
Sydney’s coastal suburbs receive higher rainfall than 
the outer western suburbs. During the month of June, 
the rainfall recorded at Observatory Hill (average of 
130mm) can be more than double the rainfall at 
Richmond (average of 60mm). 
 

 
 
■ Is my Roof catchment area suitable? 
You will need to assess whether your roof is large 
enough to capture the amount of water you require. If 
you decide to install a rainwater tank, you may need to 
adjust your gutters and downpipes to maximise the 
amount of rainwater entering your tank. 
Remember that you may only be able to collect 
rainwater from a part of your roof and that some 
roofing materials and paint on gutters and downpipes 
could contaminate rainwater. Ask Spacepac for advice 
about this. 
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■ How much space is available for my tank? 
If you decide that you need a larger tank, you will need 
to consider the amount of room it will occupy in your 
backyard or between your house and the fence. As a 
guide, a 5000 Litre round tank can be 1.7 Metres wide 
and 2.3 Metres high. 
Slimline Poly tanks can be of benefit here as they will 
sit against the side of your house and take up only a 
small area. 
Poly round tanks can also be installed underground 
(See our Underground Tank Installation Sheet). 
 
■ How much will it cost? 
The cost of a rainwater tank depends on the size and 
shape as well as the material. 
Polyethylene tanks are the most cost effective in most 
cases. 
 
■ Other costs may include: 
Delivery and installation   (See our Installation Sheet) 
Hiring a licensed plumber to connect water indoors 
(only if required) 
Roof, guttering and downpipe alterations (usually only 
the downpipe to tank connection). 
A foundation or tank stand for above ground 
installations or excavation work for below ground 
tanks. 
Buying and installing a flow restrictor, first flush 
diverters, insect screens and gutter guards. 
(See our Installation Sheet). 
 
Water pumps (if there is insufficient gravity pressure) 
(See our Pump Sheet). 
 
Ongoing maintenance costs such as cleaning the tank 
(See our First Flush Diverters Sheet) 

 
■ Are there other ways to conserve Water? 
There are many easy-to-install, low cost water saving 
devices that when used in combination, can reduce the 
amount of water that you use and save you money on 
water bills. 
 
Installing an AAA-rated showerhead can save 
around 11 Litres of water each minute and around 
20,000 Litres of water and $50 in water and energy 
costs per year. 
 
AAA flow restricting aerators reduce the flow from 
taps by up to 50% without reducing water pressure 
saving around 8.5 Litres per minute. 
 
Choosing the half flush option on a dual flush toilet 
can save as much as 9 Litres each flush. 
Following the simple rules below will make a big 
impact on the amount of water you save: 
Turn off taps when cleaning teeth or shaving. 
Take shorter showers. 
Use your dishwasher or washing machine only when 
you have a full load. 
Repair dripping taps-one leaking tap can waste more 
than 500 Litres a day. 
Wash dishes in a plugged sink of water rather than 
under a running tap. 
Add mulch and compost to reduce evaporation and the 
need to top up water levels. 
Use a tap timer to reduce water wastage. 
Wash the car with a bucket and trigger nozzle. 
 
Calculate how much water is used in your home each 
week. The above figures show average water 
consumption for each activity. 
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■ So, what is next? 
Please see our page on Water Tanks and read the next brochure in this series “Installing a rainwater tank” which 
outlines the next step in the process. 
 
For more information on buying a rainwater tank, please visit www.spacepac.com.au or phone 1300 763 444 
 
■ Other Links of Interest 
 
For more information on rainwater tank health guidelines and maintenance, please visit www.health.nsw.com.au 
 
The main parts of the text in this document were sourced from ‘Sydney Water’ www.sydneywater.com.au 
 
For more information on choosing and installing tanks, please contact Mike Davey at Spacepac...Email 
mike@spacepac.com.au 
 
 
 
 


